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In this presentation I will outline the concept of longitudinal data analysis and introduce some examples of existing longitudinal social science datasets. I assert that for many social science research projects cross-sectional data will be suitable, but most can be enhanced by the addition of longitudinal data analyses.  There are some research questions however that inherently require longitudinal data (e.g. research on individual development). Within this presentation I will illustrate how longitudinal social science datasets are routinely organised. I will then comment upon some of the potential methodological benefits associated with the analysis of longitudinal data and briefly introduce two common analytical approaches, event history analysis and panel modelling. At the end of the presentation I will suggest how to get started and point to some existing resources.
